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Let’s agree that Black History is American history, Nevertheless, America is currently facing cases of 

parents and school boards around the country charging that knowledge of our country’s painful past 

could be harmful to the psyches of some children. As a result, certain classes and libraries might be 

forced to omit some of our history. But McKinley, which began as the little pebble called Hickory 

Street School, must not forget that though the world changes, the fight for right never ends.  We must 

keep our history alive by remembering the road many traveled to create a school where all are welcome 

to partake of a quality education.  McKinley has indeed risen from a pebble, polished and changing col-

ors over the years, to its distinghished position today.  Like platinum, that soft and very precious metal, 

McKinley’s place in Baton Rouge is treasured and priceless. We, the McKinley family, must remain ac-

tivists in the fight to ensure that the history of our people and of course our school is never lost. 

 

V I S I T  B Y  E D U C A T I O N  S E C R E TA R Y  

         The Honorable Miguel Cardonas, Secretary of Education under President Joe 

Biden, paid a visit to the McKinley Alumni Center earlier this month.  The purpose of 

his visit was to observe several area schools, including McKinley Middle Magnet.  At 

the recommendation of  scholo superintendent, Sito Narcisse, however, he detoured 

several blocks over for a few minutes to check out the “Center.  His expressed desire 

was to see the museum.  

     If you don’t remember her, take a moment to learn a little about a McKinley graduate who 

was an important part of Black society in Baton Rouge for many years. Her weekly column SIDE 
LIGHTS in The News Leader along with her radio show on WXOK were where Blacks learned 

what was going on in this community, where  debutante balls, wedding and engagements, and 

vacation news were published… long before the Advocate allowed such items in its society pag-

es. This eagerly anticipated weekly, was for years the principal black newspaper in this city.  We 

remember this ourstanding McKinley graduate, Mary Mason Gordon.  
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This year’s Black History Month’s theme 

Black Health and Wellness once again 

allows us to spotlight one of our own,  

Dr.Paulette Grey Riveria, who, in January 

of this year, joined the Louisiana Depart-

ment of Health as the Regional Medical Director/

Administrator for the seven parishes of the Office of 

Public Health’s Capital Region.  Dr. Grey Riviera gradu-

ated from McKinley, class of 1998 (cited in error in 

the last issue) and continued her education with de-

grees from Louisiana Tech, Johns Hopkins University, 

Harvard University and the University of Chicago. 

     

From the pen of the Alumni Association President… Reverend Dale Flowers                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Looking back over the history of our people in this country and McKinley in particular, I cannot help but be thankful for 
God’s bounty  of the wonderful gift of education that McKinley has been. Yet I am troubled by the  many challenges fac-
ing our young people,  who will be charged with changing the world for the better.  One hundred years ago, students 
faced poverty, poor facilities and sometimes the difficulty of just getting to school.  Today, however, they confront a 
society permeated with guns, drugs and an ever-present social media that threatens to destroy their self-image and  

their worth.  Add to that the effects of Covid-19 and the rise in Black teen suicide that has come as a result, and I realize that we who are 
the beneficiaries of McKinley’s gifts must seek ways to support our young  people as they navigate the difficult waters of today’s world.  Let 
us vow to live out the words of Hebrews  : Don’t forget to do good and share what you have , for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

 FROM THE BENCH TO THE BENCH 

T E D  J A M E S  N A M E D  T O  F E D E R A L  P O S T  

        Judge Freddie Pitcher Jr.  was the first black elected judge in Baton Rouge, and 

he says he transitioned from hanging out on a bench in front of his Valley Park neigh-

borhood store to the bench in the courtroom.   Pitcher won his seat with more than 

16,000 votes, 280 years after Baton Rouge was founded. 

    Following in the footsteps of his uncle Alex Pitcher Judge Pitcher wanted to change 

the way black defendants had been treated in court.  For nearly six years, he was the 

city's only Black judge, later winning seats in both district court and the court of ap-

peals. With a majority of Black judges at the 19th JDC for the first time ever, Pitcher 

states the most important thing for a judge is to do what is right while on the bench.  

His advice to all young people is that they not allow their zip codes to define where 

they go. To see and hear the full story, go to https://www.wbrz.com/news/. 

     State Representative and McKinley alum Ted James has been named federal administra-

tor for the Small Business Administration by President Joe Biden.   James will be Region 6 

administrator, which is headquartered in Fort Worth and includes Louisiana and four other 

states. He said he has no plans to leave Baton Rouge, his lifelong home, but plans to com-

mute to SBR regional offices around the state, mostly to the one in New Orleans.   His ap-

pointment was announced at the McKinley Alumni Center in a press conference held Janu-

ary 5. 

 
     Perryn Keys made his way to 

McKinley via Canada when his par-

ents  moved to Baton Rouge in 

1990.  Because  they believed in 

public schools, they enrolled Perryn 

in McKinley’s Gifted and Talented 

Program.  Although he earned a 

degree in advertising from LSU  

Keys  first job was at the Houma Courier, then on 

to Beaumont, TX before coming back to work for 

the Advocate in 2008.  He began his work as a 

reporter covering the SWAC.  He later became As-

sistant Sports Editor for 7 years before becoming  

Executive Sports Editor, leading what is now one 

of the top 10  sports departments in the country. 
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John Gray 

IN MEMORIAM 

 
      

Geraldine Brown, McKinley class of 1945, was a Louisiana  educator who served in various ca-

pacities,  from teacher to principal to educational supervisor for more than 40 years.  Mrs. Brown 

who passed away in September, was a loyal supporter of McKinley, and as stated in her obituary,  

“It would take a novel to document the many civic and humanitarian commitments for which 

Mrs. Brown volunteered and was willing to serve or lead.” She was a  member of the Alumni As-

sociation and was the person who conceived the McKinley High School Alumni Museum housed 

at the Alumni Center. All are invited to pay tribute to the memory of Geraldine Brown by visiting 

the Alumni Museum and perhaps adding  to the precious McKinley memorabilia. 

MCK’s NEW NEIGHBOR:  EVA LEGARDE RESEARCH CENTER FOR COASTAL AND  

ENVIRONMENTAL  STUDIES 

      The former  Polk Elementary in school year 2022-23, is proposed to become a grade 6-12 school, focusing on 

coastal and environmental issues in conjunction with LSU.  Although some McKinley alumni members have 

voiced concerns about a school in such close proximity to McKinley, they have been assured that the new school 

will have a much smaller population, with no traditional sports, and will, therefore, serve as a  complement  to 

McKinley.   The school is named in  honor of Eva Legarde, a former School Board member, the first Baton Rouge 

public school  to be named for an African American. 

Darrow Price 

Freddie Smith 

Sheila Robertson 

Harold Stansberry 

Charles Williams 

Betty Smith Geraldine F. Jean-Louis 

Milton Mosby 

Victoria Hatch 

Sylvia Lee 
Robert Gremillion 

Lowry Green 

Emmett Minor 

Daniel Glasper 

Warren Buchanan 

Gregory Sampson 
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       If you are not already a member of the Alumni Association, 
please join and stay informed about  what’s going on at your alma 

mater. Give back to the PLACE that has given you so much.  You may complete an 
online application, or obtain one from the Alumni Center at 1520 Thomas Delpit Drive.  
If you call the Center, the staff will gladly send you an application form in the mail. 

                                                           Membership Fees 

Annual membership:  $50.00 

Life Installment:  4x$50.00 ( within one year) 

Life Membership  $200.00 ( plus $25.00 yearly) 

Support MCK: Purchase 
a school  license plate. 

     The Alumni Center 

Museum contains many 

pictures and artifacts of 

the school, but is yet a 

work in progress as the 

museum continues to 

solicit donations of pic-

tures or any other 

McKinley memorabilia 

you may have.  Our 

space has been en-

larged due to your gen-

erous donations . Thank 

you for continuing to 

help us grow. 

McKinley Alumni Newsletter 
Non-Profit  Organization 

U. S. Postage Paid 

MCK Alumni Center 

Permit 569 

  The idea is not to live forever but to create 

something  that will.                            Andy Warhol                                                                                                   

Remember Mr. A. E. 

Carter, the writer  and 

composer of  McKinley’s 

alma mater. 

Hail, Hail,  

McKinley High 

We’re Loyal to You 

McKinley High School Museum Tells a Remarkable Story of Black History 

Visit wafb.com to see the story. 



 

The 

McKinley 

High 

School 

Choir is 

currently 

recruiting 

for the 

2022-23 

school 

year! Join 

us---No 

vocal 

experience 

necessary! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Career/College/Elective Selection Feb. 22 

Literacy Fest    Feb. 23 

Blood Drive    Feb. 24 

Dist-Wide STEM/MATH  Fest 

 

 

 

E x t r a o r d i n a r y  E d u c a t o r s  A d m i m i n i s t r a t i v e T e a m  

O I n s p i r e I n s p i r e  T h e T h I I n I  

Stephanie Green Malissa Drake 

Esrom Pitre- Principal 



 

 

Those who settled what 

became the state of Louisiana 

could not have dreamed that 

from the very soil their slaves 

cultivated would grow what 

became a dream for black 

people: a school for their 

children. Although there have 

been other buildings, the first 

bricks and mortar building was 

erected on East Blvd, now 

Thomas Delpit Dr. in 1926.  It 

has always been a precious 

asset, and even when it no 

longer housed a school and fire 

threatened to destroy it 

completely, there were alumni 

determined that the building 

would stand and the dream 

continue to live.   

   1926 Building 

Emerges as Alumni 

Center in 2006 

Placed on the Registry of 

Historic Places in 1981 

 

 

 

Ribbon Cutting 

Committee for 

McKinley Alumni 

Center 

 

Fire in 1998 

 

Alumni Association 

purchases the 

building 

 

 

 

 

The great use of 

life is to spend it 

for something 

that will outlast 

it. 

        —William 

James 

 

FROM PEBBLES TO PLATINUM:  LOOK 

HOW FAR WE’VE COME! 

 

The great use of life 

is to spend it for 

something that will 

outlast it. 

William James 
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